The ever-present and inescapable fact of death has drawn from man various responses.
The reason for our efforts to escape the reahty of death may well be that death is the only problem which modern man, who indulges in the rather silly foible that he has "come of age,"^d oes not feel adequate to solve. Modern man can manipulate and control his physical environment to a degree undreamed of by his forebears. He feels, therefore, adequate to the solution of any problem which confronts him. As a scientist has recently put it: "Success has become a habit of the species.""^" But ""^^W hat I should like to stress now, nevertheless, is that however much Christianity belongs in the general category of "death-defiance" it is unique and to be clearly distinguished from other views belonging in this category. And this is for at least two reasons. First, other "death-defying" views posit the immortality of the soulthat there is something deathless in man as men. This suggests a con summate pride of man in his own existence, as though he had in himself an eternal, deathless quality, and as though he were somehow the arbiter of his own destiny. As Reinhold Niebuhr put it: "All the plausible and implausible proofs for the immortality of the soul are efforts on the part of the human mind to master and to control the consummation of life.
They all try to prove in one way or another that an eternal element in the nature of man is worthy and capable of survival beyond death."^^Should this be countered by the judgment that belief in man's immortality is not human pride, but rather testimony to the wonder of man as God made him, it may be answered that this is the ultimate pride which refuses to take man's sin seriously. Even Credo, pp. 98, 99, 103.
